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 3- Excellent/Yes 2- Good 1- Needs 
Improvement/No 

Ideas and Organization The story has a 
compelling theme and a 
clear beginning, middle, 
and end. 

The story has an 
average theme and a 
mostly clear beginning, 
middle, and end. 

The story does not focus 
on one apparent theme.  
It does not have a clear 
beginning, middle, and 
end. 

Voice Voice quality is clear 
and consistently 
audible throughout the 
presentation.  A 
conversational style is 
used throughout. 

Voice quality is clear 
and consistently 
audible throughout the 
majority of the 
presentation.  A 
conversational style is 
used the majority of 
the time. 

Voice quality needs 
more attention.  The 
voice style is primarily 
monologue. 

Images Images create a distinct 
atmosphere or tone 
that matches different 
parts of the story.  The 
images may 
communicate 
symbolism and/or 
metaphors. 

Images create an 
atmosphere or tone 
that matches most 
parts of the story.  The 
images may 
communicate 
symbolism and/or 
metaphors. 

Student made little or no 
attempt to use images to 
create an appropriate 
atmosphere/tone. 

Music/Soundtrack- 
Emotion 

Music stirs a rich 
emotional response 
that matches the story 
line well. 

Music stirs an 
emotional response 
that matches the story 
line for the most part. 

Music is distracting, 
inappropriate, or was 
not used. 

Grammar 
 

Grammar and usage 
were correct (for the 
dialect chosen) and 
contributed to clarity, 
style and character 
development. 

Grammar and usage 
were typically correct 
(for the dialect chosen) 
and errors did not 
detract from the story. 

Repeated errors in 
grammar and usage 
distracted greatly from 
the story. 


